OTMARO RUIZ BIOGRAPHY

Otmaro Ruíz (Pianist, Keyboardist, Composer). 

Born in Caracas, Venezuela. Otmaro began his musical studies at the age of eight, at the "Juan Manuel Olivares" Conservatory, where he attended academic classes which covered: theory, harmony, ear training, history & aesthetics, and analysis. This included eight years of Classical Guitar studies with professor Jose Maria Verdu. 

At the same time, he studied Pop and Classical Organ (with professors Hector Velazquez, Jaime Flores, Guillermo Vrvicky, Jose Peñin), Classical Piano (with Professors Estrella Mendoza, Vivian Lopez, Cristina Assai, Atilio Ferraro), and pursued a scientific career as a biologist at "Simón Bolívar University", while he was exposed to other artistic activities such as drawing and acting. 

In 1980, Otmaro had his first professional work as a keyboard player for "Top 40" bands, and then, three years later, he decided to focus entirely on music. He became a full-time piano/keyboard player, and, in doing so, he abandoned Biological Sciences, just two years shy of attaining his degree; and left behind the world of the classical guitar. It was during the year, 1983, that Otmaro Ruíz became part of the very small elite of recording and touring musicians working with the most prominent Venezuelan artists, including: Soledad Bravo, Guillermo Davila, Yordano, Ilan Chester, Frank Quintero, El Trabuco Venezolano de Alberto Naranjo. He also worked with International Jazz and Pop artists, visiting his country, such as: Jeff Berlin, Nat Adderley, Paloma San Basilio, Thomas Chapin, Miguel Bose, Danny Rivera, and Eddie Bert. [See complete Artist List at the bottom]. 

In 1986, in conjunction with his performing career, Otmaro joined one of the most important TV & Radio Jingle production companies, "Musica & Letra" with partner/mentor Jesus Sanoja, this was to become a most important ingredient in his development as a composer, arranger and producer. His association with that company lasted for three years, which included daily recordings, but eventually Otmaro knew that it was time to move on and pursue new professional goals. 

In 1989, with partial financial aid from the Ministry of Culture (CONAC), he moved to Los Angeles, California, where he culminated his academic training at the California Institute of the Arts (CALARTS), receiving a Master Degree in Jazz Performance (1993), studying with professors David Roitstein, Paul Novros, Charlie Haden, Alfred & Kobla Lapzecko, and Amiya Dasgupta. 

While attending CALARTS, Otmaro had the opportunity to perform and interact with many visiting artists but, it was his association with drummer/percussionist, Alex Acuña that introduced him to the very select circle of musicians in Los Angeles, including Justo Almario and Abraham Laboriel. 

Since his U.S. professional start in 1991, Otmaro Ruíz has performed in virtually every major International Jazz Festival, being part of the most diverse musical situations, always of the greatest quality [complete Artist List is supplied below], ranging from straight-ahead jazz artists (Dianne Reeves, Frank Morgan, and Red Halloway...) to Pop-Rock (Gino Vannelli, Jon Anderson, and Lori White...) , from authentic Salsa & Afro-Cuban (Arturo Sandoval, Tito Puente, and Tolu...) to the most exciting Fusion (such as John McLaughlin, Frank Gambale, Alain Caron, and now "Jing Chi" which features: Robben Ford, Jimmy Haslip & Vinnie Colaiuta....), always maintaining his versatility as his greatest asset, which reflects the love and respect he feels for all styles of music. 

Otmaro has recorded 4 solo projects: "Otmaro Ruiz plays Ryuichi Sakamoto" (MIDI Inc, 1991), "Distant Friends" (MIDI Inc. / Moo Records -1993 Japan/1996 U.S.), "Nothing to Hide" (MIDI Inc./MMP Records – 1996 Japan/1999 U.S.) and “Latino” (M&I Japan 2005). Hi latest production as a leader, “Sojourn”, was released in early 2008 to raving reviews worldwide. His TV jingles in Venezuela have won him the prestigious ANDA Award 3 times, and he has received the prestigious recognition from the "Venezuelan National Institute of the Arts" for his professional achievements in a foreign land. In 2000, Otmaro Ruiz was awarded a Grammy certificate for his participation on Dianne Reeve's "In The Moment – Live in Concert" and was nominated in the same year for his collaboration as composer/performer in Alex Acuña's release "Acuarela de Tambores. His work as a composer for the "Weston Woods Studios" children release "Chato and The Party Animals" won the "2004 Audie Award", the CINE Golden Eagle and the Bronze REMI at the 2004 Worldfest-Houston International Film Festival in the Children Production Category. His has written the soundtrack for 5 short animation films by celebrated director Ricardo Barahona, which have obtained international recognition in the Film Festival Circuits. Otmaro was voted “Pianist of the Year” and “Artist of the Generation” 2008 for the Latin Jazz Corner Magazine. In 2012, Mr. Ruiz was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Music by Shepherd University and his work as arranger/producer received the recognition of the American Academy of Recording Arts with a nomination for the Grammy Awards 2016 (Catina DeLuna and LADO B Brazilian Project). This project, his latest, has elevated Brazilian popular music to new levels, according to the immense volumes of international reviews.

Presently, Otmaro heads the keyboard department at Cornell School of Contemporary Music (Glendale, CA), teaches privately, and conducts Jazz Piano seminars and workshops in the United States and around the world, still finding time for recording sessions in Los Angeles, and leading his own quartet which includes: Jimmy Branly on drums, Carlos Del Puerto on acoustic bass and Larry Koonse on guitar. He works in his own recording studio in Santa Clarita, CA.
