...“Otmaro Ruiz, who seems capable of adapting to any musical situation, demostrated once again – as he did last week with Dianne Reeves at the Orange Country Performing Arts Center – his remarkably multifaceted skills in a solo filled with roaring multilayered audio textures.“

Review on Alex Acuña’s Group  by Don Heckman.  Los Angeles Times. 

...“The performance, in fact, had the relaxed intimacy of a jam session, with the musicians clearly caught up in the sheer pleasure of making music.“


Don Heckman. Los Angeles Times. 

...“Ruiz’s extended choruses were masterful combinations of thick, synth textures alternated with brisk, single note bop lines.“ 

Don Heckman. Los Angeles Times. 

...“Ruiz [coming up] with a stunning improvisation that was both a mini-history of jazz keyboard and a personal expression of his own expansive musical eclecticism.“

Don Heckman. Los Angeles Times. 

…“A gracious host, as well as a player of outstanding technical command and percolating imagination.” 








Michael Hochandel, The Daily Gazette

... “A highly personal artist with an individual approach to tradition”…

Michael Hochandel, The Daily Gazette

…“Ruiz made music that was pan-equatorial, unabashedly beautiful, and yet not without its subtleties and occasional bracing dissonances.”

Michael Hochandel, The Daily Gazette

…”A high standard in both conception and performance.”

Michael Hochandel, The Daily Gazette

“By the end of the night, a lot more people had discovered the live-wire energy and artistic accomplishment that surges through Ruiz’ music…”

J Hunter, Albany Jazz

“Ruiz’ compositions have a real sense of personal investment…”

J Hunter, Albany Jazz

“Ruiz – along with his bandmates Ben Wendel on reeds, bassist Greg Swiller and Jimmy Branly on the drums – exploded on the stage with their own blistering, high-energy brand of original Latin jazz.”

Andrzej Pilarczyk, Nippertown.com
“Ruiz’s music that night was not Tito Puente revisited. It was something more. It was fresh, and it was driven as much by melody as it was by percussive drum beats.”

Andrzej Pilarczyk, Nippertown.com
“Virtuosity and emotional intensity characterize the Latino flavored jazz of 35 year old Venezuelan pianist Otmaro Ruiz. He uses his piano to tell a kaleidoscope of stories always demonstrating a depth of human sensitivity.

On one hand his compositions are lyrical and poetic. On the other, they are captivating, infectious and very exciting. The way Otmaro Ruiz plays piano is unique, his personal signature is on every note he plays. “

Alternate Music Press CD Reviews (“Otmaro Ruiz / Distant Friends)

“After literally nearly 10 years since his last cd of original music, Otmaro wows us with all he has to say on his latest 12-song quartet masterpiece entitled Sojourn.”

Jay Matsueda, Jazz Profile Magazine

“Venezuelan pianist/composer Ruiz brings extraordinarily versatile musical inventiveness to everything he touches.”

Don Heckman, The International Review of Music IROM / wordpress.com
