Otmaro Ruiz

P.O.Box 801659 Santa Clarita, CA  91380-1659

TEL/FAX: (661) 2987457 - (661) 9046843 (Cell)

E-mail: otmaro @ earthlink.net
Web Site: http://www.otmaroruiz.com  
PERSONAL DATA:

Birth Place: Caracas, Venezuela     Birth Date: June 27, 1964

EDUCATION: "Simon Bolivar" University .Caracas, Venezuela. Biological Sciences (1980-83). MUSICAL STUDIES: JAZZ: Master of Fine Arts in Jazz Performance. California Institute of the Arts. May 1993. Bachelor of Fine Arts in Jazz Performance. California Institute of the Arts. May 1991. Private Tutoring: Prof. Gerry Weill- Harmony and Improvisation (1986); Prof. Jesus Sanoja- Arranging (1983-86) THEORY: California Institute of The Arts: Improv. Prof. Paul Novros; Jazz History: Prof. Red Callender, Roscoe Mitchell; West African Music: Prof. Alfred & Kobla Ladzepko; Indian Music Theory: Prof. Amiya Dasgupta Ethnomusicology: Prof. Nick England (1990-93); "Juan Manuel Olivares" Conservatory. Caracas, Venezuela. Music theory- Solfeggio; Harmony I,II,III,IV; Music history; Aesthetics- Analysis. ( 1972-81). INSTRUMENTS:  PIANO: California Institute of the Arts. Prof. David Roitstein, Prof. Bryan Pezzone, Prof. Vicky Ray (1989-93). "Juan Manuel Olivares" Conservatory. Prof. Atilio Ferraro, (1974-79). Private Tutoring:  Prof. Terry Trotter, Prof. Gerry Weill, Prof Olegario Diaz, Prof. Christina Assai., Prof. Estrella Mendoza. CLASSICAL ORGAN: Private Tutoring: Prof. Jose Penin, Prof. Guillermo Vrvicky, Prof. Jaime Flores (1975-79). CLASSICAL GUITAR: "Juan Manuel Olivares" Conservatory. Prof. Jose Maria Verdu (1974-83). Private Tutoring: Prof. Romulo Lazarde (1977).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

INTERNATIONAL  ARTISTS: Has appeared in ALL major International Musical Festivals and Recordings as a Pianist, Keyboardist and/or Musical Director of: Billy Cobham & Spectrum 40 (World Tours), Ruben Blades with the LA Philharmonic, Lee Ritenour, John McLaughlin “The Heart of Things” Tour (and Live Recording) 1998 and “Industrial Zen” (2006); Steve Winwood “Latin Crossings Tour” with Tito Puente and Arturo Sandoval; Gino Vannelli’s Band (World Tours 1995 – present), member of Robbie Robertson's Red Road Ensemble (U.S.A. and European Tour 1995 as performer and programmer), Dianne Reeves (Tours & LIVE Grammy Winner Recording / 1997 to present), "Jing Chi" with Jimmy Haslip, Robben Ford & Vinnie Colaiuta (tours and Live Recording); Hubert Laws; Juan Gabriel; Arturo Sandoval (Grammy Award Winner . World Tours and Recordings, ‘Jazz at the Hollywood Bowl  Series’ with Los Angeles Philharmonic - Essa Peka Salonen : conductor), Metropole Orchestra (Netherlands); Herb Alpert (“Passion  Dance Recording and World Tour), Jon Anderson  (YES lead vocalist. "Deseo" and "Toltec" Projects), Alex Acuna and The Unknowns ( World Tour, recordings  and videos),  David Weckl  ( 2 DCI videos as a performer and co-writer), “Weckl, Patitucci & Stern” DCI instructional tape, Frank Gambale's Band (J.V.C. recording artist, Albums, concerts, seminars), Akira Jimbo, Art Davis Quintet, Alain Caron Le Band, Frank Morgan Quartet, Boney James' Band, Charlie Haden Liberation Music Orchestra, Dori  Caymmi (Grammy Nominee.), Gabriela Anders, Lari White, Hirukuni Korekata, Hiroyuki Matsuda, Miho Ishikawa, Preston  Reeds, John  Jarvis  (Grammy Winner), Giovanni Hidalgo (seminars), Michele Legrand  (GRP  project for Arturo Sandoval), Bernard "Pretty" Purdie, Dave Valentin, Billy Higgins' Quintet,  Vicky Carr, Paquito D'Rivera, Paloma San Basilio, Miguel Bose, Danny Rivera, Nat Adderley, Buny Brunnell, LIPSTICK RECORDS' recording artist Gary Meek (European Tour 1995) and many others  (COMPLETE LIST UPON REQUEST).
STUDIO WORK:  5 Solo Releases, "OTMARO RUIZ Plays RYUICHI SAKAMOTO" (1992), "DISTANT FRIENDS" ( 1993), “NOTHING TO HIDE” (1996) for MIDI Inc. Japan, “LATINO” (2005) for M&I records, Japan and “SOJOURN” (independent 2008). "DISTANT FRIENDS" Nominated for best Jazz C.D. 1993 by "SWING JOURNAL" Magazine, Japan.  As Composer, Arranger, Producer and Musical Conductor Musical Production for TV, radio, and movie commercials for Advertising Companies such as J. Walter  Thompson, McCann, ARS, VAPRO, Fischer Fineman, CORPA, Leo Burnett, and others (Products: McDonalds, Viceroy, General Electric, Newport, General Motors, Renault, Fiat, Jeep, Lee, Wrangler, Mennen  and others). Film soundtracks credits as Composer-Producer include : "California Myth" directed by Michell Katz, award winning documentary “Voces de los Orichas” by Alvaro Perez, “Unas son de amor...” by Haydee Ascanio,  experimental animation films by Isabel Herguera and Ricardo Barahona. As a performer, has appeared in many big hit Hollywood movie soundtracks. Albums with major Venezuelan & American Pop, Jazz and Rock artists, and TV stations orchestras.

AWARDS: 2016 Grammy Award Nominee - Best Arrangement Instrumental/Vocal,  2012 Honorary Doctorate Degree from Shepherd University (Korea-USA). 5 Solo Releases, "OTMARO RUIZ Plays RYUICHI SAKAMOTO" (1992), "DISTANT FRIENDS" ( 1993), “NOTHING TO HIDE” (1996) for MIDI Inc. Japan, “LATINO” (2005) for M&I Records, Japan. “SOJOURN” (Independent 2008). "DISTANT FRIENDS" Nominated for best Jazz C.D. 1993 by "SWING JOURNAL" Magazine, Japan. Diploma from The National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences for participation as Pianist/Keyboardist in Dianne Reeve's GRAMMY award winning Live recording "In The Moment" (2000); Grammy Nomination (2000) for collaboration as composer/performer in Alex Acuña's release "Acuarela de Tambores"; Winner of the "2004 Audie Award" in the Children Production Category and Bronze Remi at the 2004 Worldfest-Houston International Film Festival. for the Soundtrack of "Chato and The Party Animals"; Special Award “International Exposure” form the Venezuelan National Artist’s Institute (for outstanding career in a foreign country), International Association of Jazz Educators (IAJE) Recognition Diploma (1994); Miami International Jazz Festival Showcase / Best Jazz  Ensemble- trio (1989) Florida, USA. Has written the soundtrack for 5 short animation films by celebrated director Ricardo Barahona, which have obtained international recognition in the film Festival circuit. Voted “Best Pianist 2008” and “Artist of the New Generation 2008” by the “Latin Jazz Corner” Magazine.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: Concert/Clinics/Master Classes at the “Javeriana University” ( Bogota, Colombia), “National Library” (Caracas, Venezuela), Arts Conservatory of Tahity (French Polynesia), Conservatory of Pescara (Italy), CalState Pomona, CalState Northridge, Central College Iowa; for TheDa Camera Society (Los Angeles); THELONIOUS MONK Institute (hosted by Peter Erskine) as well as Clinics/ Performances for diverse instrument manufacturers at several N.A.M.M. shows, MUSIK MESSE  (Frankfurt, Germany) and Paris MUSICMANIA. Private Teaching & Coaching as well as Adjunct Faculty - Visiting Artist Appearances at U.S.C. (Adjunct faculty), Cornel School of Contemporary Music at Shepherd University (Adjunct Faculty), UCLA, CALARTS, M.I., LAMA, PIMA, CALSate Pomona and other local Southern California Schools and Colleges. Keyboard Instructor at GRAMMY CAMP since 2005.

* COMPLETE LIST OF CREDITS,  AWARDS AND EQUIPMENT OWNED / ENDORSED UPON REQUEST
